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and attacks on their faith are made, these once meek
pupils of ours are swept away as by a torrent and out
of the Church, to fall victims to ravening agnosticism,
freakism or indifference. We have all the time been
creating spiritual gulls or spiritual blind-worms, and
have not known it. Not that we should thrust upon
the minds of our pupils the difficulties we have learnt
to solve, but that their treatment should be so natural
and spontaneous that the lives we influence may
gain an increasingly calm, strong outlook upon the
purpose and meaning of life because they are lovingly
led to perceive that we are giving them the solution
of these things from God revealed by our Lord,
Whom truly to know is everlasting life.

It is generally held that the army of the Great
War represented very fully the manhood of the
nation, although under exceptional conditions. Few
will not agree that in what the men knew and in what
they did not know they gave a true picture of the
life of the nation as a whole. These things were
uninfluenced by the abnormal conditions of army
life. It is therefore of great importance that those
who teach should be ready to face the facts revealed
by the war and be prepared to act accordingly. As
the Bible is the basis of all Christian teaching it is
valuable to cite the general conclusion as to its position
in the lives of the men, reached by the admirably
representative and strong committee whose report,
entitled The Army and Religion, has already been
referred to. 4t There is no more startling indication/'
it says,1 '* of the way in which the Churches have
got out of touch with the masses of the men than
1 op. dt. p. 269.